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Every time I’m reminded by the Editor that copy 

for the next edition of ‘The Duck’ is due, I have a 

mini panic, and instead of spending my daily walks taking 

in the sights, I use the time in a search for inspiration that 

will give me something to start with. The trick is to find a 

subject that I’ve not talked about before, but if I have done, 

to wrap it up in another way. Two ideas emerged. The first 

was that it’s quite difficult sometimes to avoid the use of 

cliches, particularly so at this time of year, so without 

apology, I’ll start off by remarking that yet another year 

has rolled by and that we are perhaps approaching the 

Festive Season with a little more optimism than we were a 

year ago. 

The second was a gift. I’d just reached home after my walk 

on Remembrance Sunday when the whole of Margaret 

Grove appeared to be covered by a blanket of bright 

yellow. This apparition was swiftly transformed into 

twelve members of the Circle Cycling Club, on their way, I 

later learned, to the ceremony at St Philip’s Square in 

Birmingham. It was a formidable encounter. 

Pleased to have started, I can now return to the tried and 

tested report on the local wildlife which this time is 

devoted to the activities of a family (2 adults and 4 

‘chicks’), of magpies. If such a thing is possible, they have 

been tamed by my neighbour and live up to their reputation 

as opportunists. I have a squirrel proof bird feeder and the 

magpies are too heavy for it. However, they work as a 

group. One flies to the feeder and shakes it, thereby 

scattering seed for the others to consume. I haven’t worked 

out if there’s a pecking order or even if there’s a moral 

somewhere in this. 

The Residents Association has continued to field many 

issues raised by residents and has tried, wherever possible, 

to find satisfactory solutions. There have been several 

instances where we have been involved in cases where 

work was carried out to houses without recourse to a 

planning application. It’s worth emphasising again that all 

alterations to properties must be approved by the City 

Council’s Planning Department in accordance with the 

Estate’s Conservation area status. We are 

grateful to our local Councillors for the help 

that they have provided. 

Another concern raised by several residents was 

the subject of wheelie bins being left 

permanently out. Not only are they unsightly 

but some have attracted the attention of local 

wildlife. Please, unless you are unable to do so, 

 

take them in. For those for whom it’s not possible, the 

Council will provide assistance. 

A property in Carless Avenue where building rubble was 

left at the front of the house for months, provoked 

considerable comment. We approached the City Council 

and as a consequence the site was cleared. 

Finally, in this section, a reminder that the Association’s 

AGM will be held on 29th January next after the coffee 

morning. All residents are welcome and if any Members 

have items that they would like to be included on the 

Agenda, please let me know. New Committee members 

are needed, so that the work of the Association can be 

extended. Again, let me know if you are interested. I can 

be contacted on 0121 426 2134 or at 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk 

And so to Christmas. As I’ve indicated, I’m often at a loss 

to find something to say, or at least to find the right words, 

and it’s on these occasions than I turn to my good friend, 

Jules Bellingham, a true Moor Pooler who following up 

last year’s initiative, has written as follows. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Happy Chris tmas  

http://www.moorpool.com
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets eaten by 

the dog, you want an extra copy or live off 

the estate, then the current issue can be 

downloaded from 

www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

29th January 2022 February 2022 

26th March 2022 April 2022 

28th May 2022 June 2022 

30th July 2022 August 2022 

24th September 2022 October 2022 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

MOORPOOL 

NEWS & WINE 
 

Please support your local shop 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 

coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 

you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is 

not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box. 

The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for 

the printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the 

Easter and Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 

There’s a form on the back page with details. 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute 

to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the 

estate for over three years you can download further 

details and a joining form from:  

http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

Forthcoming Events 

All events are subject to prevailing covid restrictions. 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Santa’s Sleigh Tour Saturday, 11th December 

Santa’s Grotto Sunday, 12th December 

Senior’s Christmas Lunch Sunday, 19th December 

Carols in the Hall Sunday, 19th December 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, 29th January 2022 

“Last year we were delighted to see you all respond so 

well to our rallying cry to brighten up Christmas. It 

proved very popular, so we are minded to roll with it 

again. Last year, you lit up your gardens, houses, windows 

and even dressed your trees brilliantly. Let’s go even 

bigger and bolder this year. Go on, design and dress a 

‘Christmas Window’ in your house; dig out those old 

baubles, go big and bold on the lights, adopt a tree and 

knit it a Christmas scarf etc. Let’s do Christmas Moor 

Pool style”. 

Almost finally, a few notes about Christmas events. 

Santa will arrive at Moor Pool on Saturday 11th December 

and will tour the Estate between 4 and 6pm. Children are 

welcome to wave from their doorsteps and pay a visit to 

Santa’s Grotto on Sunday morning 12th December, from 

11 to 1 in Moor Pool Hall. 

The Moor Pool Seniors Christmas Lunch will be held in 

the Moor Pool Hall on Sunday 19th December. Details are 

given elsewhere in the Duck (ed: opposite). This will be 

followed by The Residents Annual Carol Walk which will 

start from the Hall at 4pm, when it is hoped that there will 

be lusty singing at The Circle.  

Finally, it’s back to the clichés again but you’ll forgive me 

I hope, if on behalf of the Residents Association, I wish 

you all a peaceful, happy, safe and memorable Christmas 

with those that you love and an equally joyful and more 

hopeful New Year. 

Stay safe 

John 

(Continued from page 1) 

Germany has been named the world’s best-regarded 

country for the fifth-year running in an international soft-

power survey that asked 60,000 people to score states on 

categories including culture, governance and exports. The 

UK fell from second place to fifth, dropping below Canada, 

Japan and Italy, partly because of a small decline in its 

global reputation for welcoming foreigners and protecting 

the environment. The US also recovered a little from tenth 

to eighth following the end of the Trump presidency. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
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Moor Pool 

Senior Residents 

Christmas Lunch 

The Moor Pool Residents Association in 

association with Moor Pool Heritage Trust, 

are hosting a Moor Pool residents 

‘Seniors’ (70ish) Christmas lunch on Sunday 

19th December 2021 in the Moor Pool Main 

Hall, 1:00 for 1:30pm. The lunch will be a 

traditional Christmas menu and there will be 

a nominal charge of £4. We will endeavour to 

provide transport to the event and back 

home for those that need it. If you would like 

to attend the lunch please ring 426 5669 to 

book a place. Places are limited and will be 

allocated on a ‘first come first served’ 

basis.  The Moor Pool Carol Walk follows, 

gathering in the Hall at 4pm. 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Circle Cinema 

There is still considerable 

uncertainty about the winter 

months and it is difficult to 

confidently predict when we 

will again be able to safely sit 

together to enjoy a film and a 

bite to eat but fingers crossed 

for 2022. 

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our 

web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are 

not already on our mailing list and would like to be, 

please contact us through the link below.  

Stay safe and sane and have a very Happy Christmas. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

We are back!!!! How lovely it 

has been to get back to playing 

skittles, at the moment only on a 

Monday evening from 7.30p.m 

but we hope to start twice 

weekly for our summer season 

which usually starts in April - 

watch this space! We remain a 

small but friendly club, sessions for now do have some 

measures associated with keeping everyone safe due to 

Covid but that doesn't stop the fun and enjoyment. 

We would love to welcome visitors or new members - 

over 16years only due to insurance. As we are a small 

band of players there are times when we have to cancel so 

if you would like to come along it would be good to 

contact first. Entrance to the alley is via the lower hall, we 

are asked to wear a facemask on arrival, hand sanitiser is 

available. 

Further details from Tina suzanne444@gmail.com 

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants Snooker 

Club one of Harborne’s best 

kept secrets, has re-opened. 

Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP 

SERIES 2021/2022’ is in full swing, with several great 

matches played, but who will win the fabulous prizes. 

Although it is only for members, there is still time to join. 

Please contact either  Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or 

Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200. 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

All over the world people are planting 

trees to try and prevent the climate crisis 

worsening. At the same time, other 

people are cutting down trees and 

burning them, releasing carbon dioxide 

into the atmosphere and making things 

worse! The plight of the Amazon rainforest is out of our 

control – but are we doing any better on our own patch? 

Winter is traditionally the time when we tidy up the 

garden, sweep up fallen leaves and throw them, along 

with dead wood, onto a bonfire. I can almost smell the 

wood smoke, hear the flames crackle. But are we only 

burning dead stuff? 

For those of us who spend the summer on anti-histamine 

it’s a relief when the cold weather comes and there are no 

more biting insects hanging around. But where do they 

go? The answer lies in their life cycles. Many insects only 

spend a short time in their adult form – for most of their 

lives they are eggs, larvae or pupae. And it’s in these 

stages that many insects sit out the winter. 

Eggs, larvae and pupae may be tucked away in tussocks of 

grass, under fallen leaves, in decomposing wood or buried 

in the soil – out of the way of predators and insulated from 

the cold. All would be well, except for our human desire 

for ‘tidiness’. We sweep up dead leaves, cut down seed 

heads, and throw old logs onto the bonfire completely 

oblivious to all the little lives that are being lost in the 

process.  

Why should I worry if a few nasty, biting insects lose their 

lives in this way? Well, those insignificant tinies turn out 

to be pretty important to us. Many of them are pollinators 

of our fruit and veg plants, alongside the bees which we 

know are declining in numbers due to pesticide use. Many 

of them are predators of the aphids that ravage our flowers 

and veg. Without them, our gardens and veg plots will be 

drab, unproductive places. 

So, please think twice before tidying garden ‘debris’ and 

especially before burning anything. Let’s leave the carbon 

in the ground and let the insects sleep - if they flourish, so 

do we. 

Cathy Perry 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

Indian farmers are deploying bees to stop marauding 

herds of elephants destroying crops. Hundreds of hives 

are linked by a wire which, when triggered by an elephant, 

will open the hives allowing swarming bees to attack. 

A new study has found that the “sweet spot”, where 

cognitive function remained stable, was in “the middle 

range”, between 5.5 and 7.5 hours of total sleep time. 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News 

Forgotten English 

The Circle Tennis Club  

The club is nearly back to normal, 

with games, competition, coaching 

and mix-in galore. Membership is at 

an all-time high, so if you want to 

join please let us know, so we can 

add you to the waiting list. 

The booking system is working well, this is allowing all 

players to get out and enjoy the chance of either learning a 

new sport or getting back into a familiar one. 

See our website for all the up to-date news, 

www.circletennisclub.net. Also if you have any questions, 

please contact us at circletennisclub@gmail.com. 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The reading group relaunched on 21st 

October.  As this was the first meeting for 

so long, the group discussed various 

books individuals had read during 

lockdown and other associated topics.  It 

was a very enjoyable meeting and the 

group is looking forward to our next one on 2nd December 

2021 at 7.30pm in the Lower Hall.  We are reading ‘Crow 

Lake’ by ‘Mary Lawson’ and we look forward to our 

usual lively discussion about this book on that 

evening.  We welcome new members and if you would 

like to come along then please do not hesitate to get in 

touch: 

Gillian Morgan, Chair 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk 

07714326478 

May-dew 
An article of popular faith in Eastern and Western Europe 
that a maiden, washing herself in dew would preserve her 
beauty forever, the operation being, of course, annually 
repeated. 

W.C.Hazlitt’s Faiths and Folklore of the British Isles, 1870 

Gilliebirse 

A cushion, generally of hair, formerly worn on the forehead 
of a female, over which the hair was combed. The name was 
given to this piece of dress by prudish women, as if those 
who used it meant to allure the other sex. 

John Jamieson’s  Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808 

Curfew 

A law made by William the Conqueror that all persons 
should put out their fire and lights at the ringing of the eight 
o’clock bell, and go to bed; from the French coeuvre-feu, 
‘cover the fire’. 

Nathaniel Bailey’s Etymological English Dictionary, 1749 

Roaring boys 
The insolent bloods and vapourers whose delight was to 
annoy well-behaved citizens. 

Walter Skeat’s Glossary of Tudor and Stuart Words, 1914 

Gyromancy 

A kind of divination said to have been practised by walking 
round in a ring until the performer fell from dizziness., the 
manner of the fall being interpreted with reference to 
characters or signs previously placed about the ring. 

William Whitney’s Century Dictionary, 1889 

The soothsayer usually describes a circle variously marked 
with letters, and then walks around it with various 
ceremonies, saying magic words and making mysterious 
motions … to deceive the uninitiated. 

T Ellwood Zell’s Popular Encyclopaedia, 1871 

Mort-safe 
A frame of cast iron with which a coffin is surrounded during 
five or six weeks for the purpose of preventing the robbery 
of the grave. 

John Jamieson’s Etymological Dictionary of the Scottish Language, 1808 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circletennisclub.net
mailto:circletennisclub@gmail.com
mailto:gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk
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Nettlefold Notes 

Winter opening. The garden is 

now open at weekends only – 

except for Bank Holidays and – if 

there is a decent fall of snow. Daily 

opening will resume with BST. 

The Jubilee Oak has landed! 

Many thanks for the help from 

neighbours, volunteers and the 

donor! Members of the Trust also 

came along to welcome it. 

Replanting of bare-root trees has to 

take place during a tree's dormant 

period. Our very handsome oak is 

now in position and will settle in 

over the winter to be officially 

greeted during the celebrations in 

June. 

This has prompted a little taking stock. While developing 

the site as a wildlife friendly area the following 

(incomplete list!) have been planted: 3 yews (plus a short 

low yew hedge); 2 cherries; 2 rowan; blackthorn; crab 

apple; six apples on dwarf stock - struck from original 

trees on the estate; 2 birch; 3 hawthorn plus hawthorns as 

hedge; 2 holly. Shrubs include a good few buddleia 

(several varieties – butterfly friendly); 2 spindle; elder, 

hazel, a willow arch, ...... 

______________________________________________ 

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com 

______________________________________________ 

Save electricity! By switching off  your TV at the switch 

(rather than leaving it on standby) each evening you will 

save up to £35 a year! Source: BBC. (Just a thought - 

how many other devices do you have permanently on 

standby???) 

When he left office as PM in 1963 Harold Macmillan 

gave his successor, Sir Alec Douglas Hume, a little bit of 

advice: "Dear boy, as long as you don't invade 

Afghanistan, you'll be absolutely fine." 

Reading is good for you! People who had access lots of 

books in childhood have been found to have greater 

mental resilience in later years. A survey of people over 

65 across 16 EU countries has strengthened this 

observation. It is known that intellectually stimulating 

activities, such as reading, create extra connections in the 

brain that buffer against degenerative processes including 

those in Alzheimer's disease. "It is highly likely they built 

that buffer in early stages of their childhood that has 

lasted them the distance." This finding held through all 

other variants of living and culture. Source: New Scientist 

2 Oct 2021. 

Rachel Carson's ground-breaking and eye-opening book 

'Silent Spring' was published 50 years ago. It was the first 

best-seller (fire bell in the night) drawing attention to 

what was happening to the environment. Among other 

things she pointed to the ill-effects of 1,000,000 tons of 

pesticides being used every year in agriculture. (Today it 

is 6,000,000 tons.) 

Big Bong is back! Better known as 'Old Joe' the 

Birmingham University clock is now fully operational 

again after two years of silence and a major overhaul. So 

we can now once more hear the familiar bell (when the 

wind is in the right direction) set our watches accordingly 

and get home for lunch on time when on the allotment! 

Satellite images have shown herds of cows and deer 

trailing along lines of magnetic force – heads pointing to 

magnetic north. Source: New Scientist 24th July 2021. 

If you have an allotment and use large quantities of black 

plastic to suppress weeds – go green, use cardboard!!! If 

laid on site and weighed down with mulch and perhaps a 

few stones it has the same suppressant effect and will 

enhance the soil as it disintegrates  and not damage the 

environment by disintegrating into micro-plastic. 

If you are stuck at home but are ready to travel in time and 

space, by land and sea, to the End of the World, then you 

might think about 'crowd funding' your time. There's a 

new project:  Meteororum ad Extremum Terrae (MET 

– "Meteorology of the End of the World") Going online 

you could participate in the digitization of 19th and 20th 

Century weather observations (thus contributing vital 

information to researchers into the weather of the past and 

future). This manual digitisation is necessary from 

handwritten logbooks (because computers can't cope) for 

stations in Argentina, from the edge of the Tropic of 

Capricorn, stopping by at the End of the World lighthouse, 

and across Drake Strait into Antarctica. You will 

participate in digitizing records from ship logbooks 

navigating around Southern South America, the South 

Atlantic, Antarctica, occasionally even around the Globe. 

Zooniverse also has many other projects running. For 

more information and to get involved see  https://

www.zooniverse.org/projects/acre-ar/meteororum-ad-

extremum-terrae. 

http://www.moorpool.com
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/acre-ar/meteororum-ad-extremum-terrae?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=announce2nov2021
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/acre-ar/meteororum-ad-extremum-terrae?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=announce2nov2021
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/acre-ar/meteororum-ad-extremum-terrae?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=announce2nov2021
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

A semblance of cautious normality has 

invaded us over the last couple of months.  

Moor Pool Hall is getting back towards full 

utilisation with spaces during the week for 

regular activities quite hard to come by.  

Weekends have seen the return of our 

children’s party and other functions and come 

the New Year, we’d hope to be able to offer 

more than one of these per day.  The MRA 

has run its monthly coffee mornings.  We 

have also seen the Moor Pool Festival and our 

first fundraising quiz in almost two years, 

both of which were very well attended.  We will also have 

welcomed the Gumboots Craft Fair by the time this Duck 

has been published. 

A big thank you to Barbara and our caretakers Peter, Will 

and Brenda for making all of this happen.  And of course 

to our customers and hirers.   

So, tentatively and always with one eye on Covid, we will 

continue to progress.  Look out for the Christmas 

festivities, notable the Santa Sleigh at 4pm on Saturday 

11th December and the grotto and chance to meet Santa on 

the morning of the 12th December.   

Education, Engagement & Outdoors Officer  

As you will see elsewhere in this edition of the Duck, we 

have appointed Louise Deakin as Rachel West’s 

successor.  Louise’s background is similar to Rachel and 

Barbara, in developing their careers with Birmingham 

Museums Trust before branching out to other heritage 

organisations.  She will be sharing her week between 

ourselves and her other position at Stourbridge Glass 

Museum.   

Louise has started by getting to know a number of our 

constituent clubs and societies.  Her priorities will number 

getting the schools’ educational programme going again 

after the Covid break and secondly expanding the usage of 

the Carless Ecology Centre (see below).  She will also be 

keen to bring further Forest School style activities to the 

Old Orchard. 

Carless Ecology Centre 

This is the area behind the Square and by the Builders’ 

Yard and Garages.  It is intended for gardening and 

outdoor groups, offering raised beds, greenhouse and a 

cabin for indoor activity.  We put the finishing touches last 

weekend to the main redevelopment incorporating the four 

large areas of raised beds, protective fencing and a 

wheelchair friendly surface.  Then we will move onto 

putting the glass back into the greenhouse and finishing 

the cabin’s interior. 

We would compliment our contractor Thatcher’s Garden 

and Landscaping for their thoughtful and efficient work at 

the site. 

Supporting the Trust: 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re 
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign 
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get 
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1148252-0. If you then log in through 
smile.amazon.co.uk rather than amazon.co.uk you will be 
automatically linked to the charity you wish to support and 
0.5% of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Property to Let – 25 The Circle 

This maisonette is deceptively spacious with 

three bedrooms and two reception rooms.  We 

have fitted a new boiler and redecorated, and it 

is on Hadleigh Estate Agent’s books for 

letting.  And a perfect location for Moor Pool.   

Nettlefold Garden 

The Nettlefold Garden committee suggested 

that to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 

2022, that we plant a new oak tree in the 

garden.  Via the help of a volunteer Sarah and her father, 

we secured the donation of a large oak sapling from The 

Alscot Estate in Warwickshire.  This was planted in mid-

November.  Let’s all hope it winters well, thrives and 

plays its full part in the celebrations next summer.  It will 

be magnificent when it matures. 

I, my fellow Trustees and Barbara Nomikos are always 

delighted to answer questions or look at suggestions.  Do 

get in touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 

07757 790539. 

Wishing everyone a very happy and safe Christmas and 

New Year. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

http://www.moorpool.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

History Corner 

Clay Pipes 

Have you been digging the 

garden or the allotment and 

perhaps come across pieces of 

what appear fine bone? Fear 

not that you own a medieval burial site. More likely you 

have come across a piece of smoker’s clay pipe. Not easy 

to spot except by the missus who seemingly has an eye for 

them. 

Clay pipes, made of moulded and then fired clay, were 

used almost universally by Europeans between the 

introduction of tobacco in the 16th century and the 

introduction of cheap cigarettes at the end of the 19th. Due 

to their construction, they were fairly fragile and almost a 

throw away item. The clay is almost always a very fine 

white clay. Low-quality "clay" pipes being made from 

porcelain forming techniques known as slip and poured 

into a mould. More expensive clay pipes were made in a 

labour-intensive process that required beating all air out of 

the clay, hand-rolling each pipe before placing between 

two halves of a mould and then another tool forced into 

the large end of the mould to form the bowl. The stem is 

pierced with a fine wire, and then carefully fired. 

Traditionally, clay pipes are unglazed except sometimes 

the end of the stem. 

Whilst some pipes are quite plain others had ornately 

decorated bowls. The fragments found are generally plain 

but in the past more decorative ones have turned up and 

can be seen at our history displays. Pollocks was one of 

the biggest names in the clay pipe market. Started in 

Manchester by John Pollock back in 1879, over the 

following years, Pollocks clay pipes were made to 

celebrate coronations, national events and famous faces. 

The company was wound up in 1992, and all the moulds 

and tooling sold to Wilsons of Sharrow who then ceased 

production back in 2011. We were fortunate to see a clay 

pipe in the window of Browells the tobacconists in 

Stirchley which we purchased. Perhaps from what might 

be the last remaining stock.  

So, keep your eyes peeled and see if you can dig a little 

bit of history. 

Moor Pool History & Preservation Society 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Update on Hall Activities from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

Answers to December 2021 Crossword 

The halls are booking up quickly so please get in touch if 

you are interested in booking. We have also had some 

new weekly slots become available for regular hire so 

please can in touch if you are interested. 

Christmas at Moor Pool  

Santa in Moor Pool (Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th 

December) 

Saturday 11th December.  Starting from Moor Pool 

Hall, Santa will make his way around the Estate between 

16.00 and 17.30.   

The following day, Santa will be back in his Grotto, on 

the stage – from the Main Hall. Tickets will be timed and 

can be purchased on the day in the Main Hall. The Grotto 

will be 11am - 1pm on Sunday 12th December at Moor 

Pool Hall.   £3 per child  

Also Santa is recruiting – Elves required. No previous 

experience or qualifications required- just enthusiasm! 

Full training/ Elf & Safety Briefing will be provided. 

MRA Carol Walk (Sunday 19th  December) 

Come and join us for a rousing hour of Christmas carols 

around Moor Pool starting off at the Main Hall at 4pm on 

Sunday 19th December.  We finish up back at the Main 

Hall with a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine. 

Everyone welcome - it's a great opportunity to catch up 

with friends and neighbours. 

ADULT CLASSES:  

Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal 

fitness (Wednesday) Contact Kerry  

www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk  

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact 

Jen on 07486 511146 

Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654 007 

www.myyoga.tips 

Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954 

abi@yogahart.co.uk  

Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact 

Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk  

Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley 

07530244417 

Pilates: (Wednesday 15.30) contact Nicola www.nt-

pt.co.uk 07935927685 

Capoeira (Saturday 10am) Brazilian dance contact 

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing 

(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/

birmingham_south  

Sing and Sign (Monday pm) Musical baby and toddler 

signing classes. What does your baby want to say? 

www.signandsign.co.uk 07380153115  

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) https://

www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ 

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school) 5-

14 year old performing arts please 

email hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562 

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk   

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre-

schoolers 0121 447 7632   https://rhythmtime.net/classes/

details/27_89 

Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for 

children and young adults. (Friday after school) https://

www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ 

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 

10.30) 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com  

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 

Across: 1) Coir; 3) and 27 across) Kow Tow; 5) Plucks; 8) Bedsit; 9) Needling; 10) Draughty; 11) Import; 12) Gardenia; 14) Wrekin; 16) Abodes; 19) 
Hashtags; 21) Doting; 22) Planners; 24) Overdone; 25) Loiter; 26) Sesame; 27) See 3 across; 28) Nice 

Down: 1) Cubed; 2) Resounded; 3) Kitchen; 4) Windy; 5) Preview; 6) Chinook; 7) Sightings; 12) Grandsons; 13) Ash; 15) Extension; 17) Outlets; 18) 
Signore; 20) Shallow; 22) Pleat; 23) Serve 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk/
http://www.myyoga.tips/
mailto:abi@yogahart.co.uk
http://www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
http://www.nt-pt.co.uk
http://www.nt-pt.co.uk
mailto:cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
http://www.signandsign.co.uk
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
mailto:hello@onedaytheatre.org
http://www.babyballet.co.uk
https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89
https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
mailto:manager@moorpoolhall.com
http://www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk
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Education Update from Louise Deakin, Education, Engagement and Outdoors Officer 

Hi everyone, I’m the new Education, Engagement and 

Outdoors Officer. I replaced Rachel, who I previously 

worked with at Soho House Museum, in October. I’ve 

worked in Heritage for around five years, including 

Stirchley Baths, Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, 

Newman Brothers Coffin Works, and Museum of Royal 

Worcester. When I’m not at Moor Pool, I wear my other 

hat of Learning and Public Programmes Officer at the 

new (so new it’s not yet open!) Stourbridge Glass 

Museum.  

I’m in the midst of meeting 

residents and groups on the 

estate, understanding how 

things work and how the 

work we do can be mutually 

beneficial. By the time you 

read this I should have met 

the Wildlife Group, 

Nettlefold Garden, 

Allotment Association, 

Education volunteers, and 

popped along to a residents’ 

coffee morning.  

A big priority for next year is to reengage schools. The 

pandemic has meant it’s difficult for schools to plan visits, 

but Moor Pool being an outdoor space mitigates some of 

the concerns of teachers and parents. I’m in the process of 

reviewing the education sessions, to see if they need to be 

adapted or if there is opportunity to include other aspects 

of the curriculum. As part of the strategy to attract schools 

I have re-stated the Education Forum. The forum was 

originally set up by Rachel when she was devising the 

education offer. The group is an opportunity to exchange 

ideas and discuss issues. We are looking for new members 

who can help with engaging schools – so if you are or 

were involved with a school or know someone who is; or 

have ideas for marketing to teachers, I’d love to hear from 

you. The next meeting will be early next year, so please 

drop me an email if you’d like to join.  

I am planning the events programme for next year. As 

well as the Jubilee, Commonwealth Games, Birmingham 

Heritage Week/Heritage Open Days, and Halloween (yes, 

thinking that far ahead already!), I want to bring back 

talks. Lined up so far is Rachel West, with a talk on 

Pugin, and Steven Hearn, Curator of Stourbridge Glass 

Museum, with the history of the collection. I will also be 

introducing regular public walking tours in 2022. This is a 

great way to offer something to people who are curious 

about Moor Pool’s history and an opportunity to build on 

the success of Heritage Open Days to engage people on a 

more regular basis.  

I’m also looking to restart den building and lego 

workshops, as these were really popular in the past. 

Another idea for next year is storytelling in Nettlefold 

Garden. I’ll be sharing more about the events programme 

in the next Duck, but if you have any ideas or there’s a 

community event you’ve always wanted to do, please get 

in touch.  

The Carless Ecology Centre is almost ready, with the 

major work either completed or soon to be. The site needs 

to be used approximately 100 days a year, by groups 

already established on the estate, but also those from 

further afield who would benefit from this outdoor space. 

I’m in the process of seeking out those groups who would 

enjoy the eco centre, such as Dementia Cafes, SEN 

groups, health and wellbeing and mindfulness, and also 

planning regular planting/gardening skills sessions for the 

younger residents of the estate. If you know anyone or 

any groups who you think would benefit from this type of 

setting, pop into the hall for a chat or drop me an email. 

By the time you read this I’ve hopefully met a fair few of 

you, but if you see me around please do say hi. I hope you 

all have a wonderful Christmas and I’ll see you in the new 

year!  

Louise Deakin 

education@moorpoolhall.com  

0121-426 2908  

Christmas Sudoku 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:manager@moorpoolhall.com
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

Sudoku Solutions 

http://www.moorpool.com
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December 

C R O S S W O R D  

by  Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across: 

1) Singers lose drug and gain fibre (4) 

3 & 27 ac) Knock out West, go West and grovel (3,3) 

5) Removes from spirit of Steven (6) 

8) Robbed sitar player’s part of home (6) 

9) Annoying the embroiderer’s work? (8) 

10) Game played when the wind blows (8) 

11) Bring in some of the chimp or terrapin? (6) 

12) Reading about a new flower (8) 

14) Bird goes round King Igor, certainly sends you 
round and round (6) 

16) Houses sailor’s poems (6) 

19) Drug has labels on social media (8) 

21) Caring woman in green (6) 

22) They could design a left spanner (8) 

24) Drove one wild – it’s too much (8) 

25) Hang around church building without gas (6) 

26) Eases Michael into the seed (6) 

27) See 3 across 

28) Pleasant old biscuit (4) 

Down: 

1) At the start can Uncle Ben eat dauphinoise potatoes 
like this? (5) 

2) Noise in the plant echoed around (9) 

3) Nick the broken room (7) 

4) Succeed most of the day despite the gales (5) 

5) We’re VIP, hence early showing (7) 

6) Some trousers are ok in chopper (7) 

7) Soldiers have nights out and things are seen (9) 

12) Piano issues for these descendants (9) 

1     2   3   4   5     6   7 

                              

8             9               

                              

10                 11           

                              

12             13   14   15       

                              

16   17     18   19   20           

                              

21             22             23 

                              

24                 25           

                              

26             27       28       

13) Burnt tree? (3) 

15) See toxins making an addition (8) 

17) Ways to leave the cheap stores (7) 

18) Indication of mineral for Italian gentleman (7) 

20) Be quiet and let it be unimportant (7) 

22) The French girl round fold (5) 

23) Start the point round poetry (5) 

http://www.moorpool.com

